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Olympic medallist Sarah Winckless has thrown her backing behind a new campaign to raise awareness about Huntington's disease.

The FiftyFifty campaign, which is being launched as part of the Scottish Huntington's Association's 20011 awareness week, aims to publicise the fatal disease and raise £300,000 through donations over the next 12 months, to help 900 families in Scotland affected by the condition.

Huntington's disease is a hereditary neurological condition which causes a critical area of the brain to waste away and eventually die, leading to a gradual decline in muscle function.

===================================

Double world champion and Olympic medallist Sarah Winckless announced her retirement from rowing in April 2009. She made her Great Britain senior debut in 1998 and in 2004 won bronze in the double scull at the Athens Olympics with Elise Laverick. She then went on to win world championships in 2005 and 2006 as part of the quadruple sculls crew that also featured fellow Olympic medallist Katherine Grainger.

Her decision to retire has nothing to do with the medical shadow that has hung over her her entire international career - since she received the test results that showed she will eventually contract the neurological illness, Huntington's disease,  that has left her mother needing constant care.

Winckless, who studied chemistry while competing for Cambridge in three Boat Races, is also a patron of the Scottish Huntington's Association.

Sources: April 2009 articles http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/other_sports/rowing/8020302.stm and http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/other_sports/rowing/8020302.stm




